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Art Unit: 2632 



DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 



failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Regarding claim 1, the phrase "such as" renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear 
whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. See MPEP 
§ 2173.05(d). 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-2, 19, 21-30, 33-37, 42, and 47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Root in view of Pong. 

Regarding claim L Root discloses a system comprising an unmanned weather detecting 
unit 16 having a detection means (column 8, line 45 to col. 9, line 20) for determining the climate. 
The unmanned weather detecting unit 16 can be used everywhere as desired by the user (col. 1, 
lines 5-65), therefore, it is clearly seen that the unmanned weather detecting unit 16 can be used in 
a stable for determining the climate in the stable. Root does not disclose an unmanned vehicle 
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being provided with the climate detection means. Pong discloses the use of an unmanned vehicle 
10 that has light detection means 40, 42, 44, attached on the surface of the vehicle. It would have 
been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to 
include an unmanned vehicle being provided with the climate detection means to the system of 
Root as taught by Pong for the purpose of determining the climate in that area since Root teaches 
the unmanned weather detecting unit 16 being used everywhere. 

Regarding claim 2 . Root discloses a temperature sensor (col. 8, line 45- col. 9, line 20). 

Regarding claims 19 and 21 , Root discloses a system comprising an unmanned weather 
detecting unit 16 having at least two sensors consisting of a temperature sensor, an air humidity 
sensor, (column 8, line 45 to col. 9, line 20), an air velocity sensor, and an air pressure sensor 
(col. 7, lines 25-45). The unmanned weather detecting unit 16 can be used everywhere as desired 
by the user (col. 1, lines 5-65), therefore, it is clearly seen that the unmanned weather detecting 
unit 16 can be used in a stable for determining the meteorological conditions in the stable. Root 
does not disclose an unmanned vehicle being provided with the sensors. Pong discloses the use of 
an unmanned vehicle 10 that has light detection means 40, 42, 44, attached on the surface of the 
vehicle. It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to include an unmanned vehicle having light detection means being 
provided with the weather sensors to the system of Root as taught by Pong for the purpose of 
determining the meteorological conditions in that area since Root teaches the unmanned weather 
detecting unit 16 being used everywhere. 
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Regarding claim 22 . Root discloses an air pressure sensor (col. 7, lines 25-45). 

Regarding claim 23 . Root discloses an air humidity sensor (col. 8, lines 45-55). 

Regarding claim 24 . Root discloses an air pressure sensor (col. 7, lines 25-45) and an air 
humidity sensor (col. 8, lines 45-55). 

Regarding claims 25-26 . Root as modified by Pong clearly teaches the sensors being 
disposed at different levels on a carrier which is part of the vehicle and being adjustable in height 
relative to the vehicle (because unit 16 is attached to the surface of the vehicle). Also, it is noted 
that the sensors are disposed at different levels on the unit 16. 

Regarding claim 27 . Root discloses a data processing unit that stores data from the 
sensors (see figures 2A-3). 

Regarding claim 28 . Root discloses a processing unit that processes data from the sensors 
(see figures 2A-3). 

Regarding claim 29 . Root discloses a control unit (see figures 2A-3). 

Regarding claim 30 . Root discloses a memory for registering data from the sensors (see 
figures 2A-3). 

Regarding claim 33 . Root discloses a transmitter unit and a register unit (see figures 2A- 

3). 

Regarding claim 34 . Root discloses a transmitter unit and a register unit (see figures 2A- 

3). 
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Regarding claim 35 . Root discloses a transmitter unit and a control unit (see figures 2A- 

3). 

Regarding claim 36 . Root discloses a transmitter unit and a control unit (see figures 2A- 

3). 

Regarding claim 37 , Root in view of Pong discloses all the claimed subject matter as set 
forth above in the rejection of claim 19, but does not disclose a navigation means. Pong further 
discloses a navigation means (col. 1, lines 24-26). It would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to include a navigation means to 
the system of Root as taught by Pong for the purpose of guiding the vehicle through the stable. 

Regarding claim 42 , Root discloses a data management system (fig. 2A-3). 

Regarding claim 47 , the Root as modified by Pong teaches all the claimed subject matter 
as set forth above in the rejection of claims 19, 25, and 26. 

4. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Root in view of 
Pong as applied to claim 19 above, and further in view of Taylor. 

Regarding claim 20 . Root in view of Pong discloses all the claimed subject matter as set 
forth above in the rejection of claim 19, but does not disclose a gas sensor which senses ammonia, 
Taylor teaches the use of a gas sensor which senses ammonia (col. 2, line 65-col. 3, line 8). It 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in 
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the art to include a gas sensor which senses ammonia to the system of Root (modified by Pong) as 
taught by Taylor for the purpose of monitoring the meteorological conditions in the stable. 

5. Claims 3 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Root in 
view of Pong as applied to claim 19 above, and further in view of Holzel. 

Regarding claims 31-32 . Root in view of Pong discloses all the claimed subject matter as 
set forth above in the rejection of claim 19, but does not disclose alarm means. Holzel teaches the 
use of alarm means (col. 6, lines 34-35). It would have been obvious at the time the invention 
was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to include alarm means to the system of Root 
(modified by Pong) as taught by Taylor for the purpose of providing an alarm signal when the 
climate in the stable has become uncontrollable. 

6. Claims 38-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Root in 
view of Pong as applied to claim 19 above, and further in view of Hurnik. 

Regarding claims 38-41 . Root in view of Pong discloses all the claimed subject matter as 
set forth above in the rejection of claim 19, but does not disclose an animal identification system, 
a camera, and a radar. Hurnik teaches the use of an animal identification system (col. 2, lines 50- 
59), a camera (col. 2, line 40), and a radar (fig. 1). It would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to include an animal identification 
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system, a camera, and a radar to the system of Root (modified by Pong) as taught by Hurnik for 
the purpose of monitoring the animals in the stable. 

7. Claims 43-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Root in 
view of Pong as applied to claim 19 above, and further in view of Pratt. 

Regarding claims 43-46 , Root in view of Pong discloses all the claimed subject matter as 
set forth above in the rejection of claim 19, but does not disclose feed modification means. Pratt 
teaches the use of feed modification means (col. 4, lines 40-58, col. 6, lines 5-22). It would have 
been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to 
include feed modification means to the system of Root (modified by Pong) as taught by Pratt for 
the purpose of modifying the quantity of feed supplied to animals in the stable when the climate in 
the stable changes. Regarding the temperature of 4 degrees in C, it would have been obvious to 
set a predetermined temperature as desired for the purpose of modifying the quantity of feed 
supplied to animals in the stable when temperature drops below a predetermined temperature. 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Pitchford teaches a navigation system. 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Examiner La whose telephone number is (703) 305-3967. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday— Friday from 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM. . 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Jeffery Hofsass, can be reached at (703)-305-4717. The fax phone number for this Group is 
(703) 872-9314. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or Faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office whose telephone 
number is (703) 306-0377. 

AnhV. La 
January 13, 2002 




